
 

 

From the very beginning of the 
Auxiliary’s history, Mr. Leggett 
worked alongside of these 
devoted volunteers. Several 
Auxiliary members discussed 
memories of Mr. Leggett as 
they described his never-
ending support to the Auxil-
iary.  One message prevailed, 
Mr. Tom Leggett was truly 
dedicated and committed to 
CMH and the quality care he 
wanted it to provide. Mr. Leg-
gett is also a member of the 
South Hill Rotary Club and 
has been since moving to the 
area in 1953. 

South Hill -Community Memo-
rial Healthcenter (CMH) 
opened its doors for service to 
Southside Virginia in June of 
1954. However, a year prior to 
that, a very important person 
who helped make this possi-
ble was hired as CMH’s first 
Administrator, Mr. Tom Leg-
gett. On October 20th, CMH’s 
Auxiliary honored Mr. Leggett 
for all the many contributions 
he has given to CMH and the 
Auxiliary; along with the many 
hours of service he dedicated 
to ensure our community has 
access to top quality health-
care. Mr. Norm Talley, CMH 
Auxiliary Public Relations Co-
ordinator, conducted the re-
ception and remembered fond 
memories of working with Mr. 
Leggett throughout the years. 
He expressed his appreciation 
and gratitude for everything 
Mr. Leggett did for the hospital 

and the community, “Tom 
Leggett help build an industry 
in our local community that 
continues to provide jobs to 
hundreds of people.”  Scott 
Burnette, current CEO and-
President of CMH, also ex-
pressed his appreciation in his 
speech as he stated, “Tom is 
truly an exceptional individ-
ual.  The long term success of 
Community Memorial Health-
center rests in the work he did 
here beginning with its con-
struction and over his 36 
years as its CEO.” In those 
early days there were three 
very active garden clubs in the 
areas the new hospital would 
be serving. Mr. Leggett did not 
hesitate to ask these clubs to 
get involved with their new 
hospital. With Mr. Leggett’s 
help these three garden clubs 
formed one group of volun-
teers, the CMH Auxiliary. 

This year as in the past the 
South Hill Rotary Club will be 
collecting “Toys for Tots” for 
Lake Country Marine Corp De-
tachment #1085. The Detach-
ment is once again spearheading 
the “Toys for Tots” program in 
Mecklenburg County.  According 
to the members of the Detach-
ment now, more than ever, “Toys 
for Tots” needs assistance. Last 

year 16.2 million toys were 
given to over 7.6 million less 
fortunate children in the United 
States. Locally, they provided 
toys for over 1125 children and 
gave additional toys to social 
services in both Mecklenburg & 
Brunswick Counties. This year 
the Marine “Toys for Tots” foun-
dation is donating over $5000 
(approx 750 toys) & Toys “R” Us 

is donating to Mecklenburg 
County $1350 for local use. The 
local Chamber’s of Commerce 
in Chase City, South Hill & 
Clarksville have applications for 
anyone who has a need for 
toys. This year a temporary aid 
for needy families (tanf) or wic 
number must be on the applica-
tions; Mecklenburg Social Ser-
vices will verify applicability. 
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Every child wants a special 
gift under the tree for Christ-
mas. The “Shop with A Cop” 
program in Mecklenburg 
County sponsored by the 
Fraternal Order of Police will 
help make that holiday wish 
come true December 12 
when 30 children will be 
picked up in squad cars and 
brought to shop for gifts at 
Rose’s and Wal-Mart in 
South Hill. They can shop 
for themselves or family 
members. The FOP has 
been doing this is Mecklen-
burg, Brunswick and Lune-
burg counties for about 20 

years (Lunenburg now has 
its own lodge). There are 
12,000 members and 76 
Lodges in Virginia. They 
started all those years ago 
by sponsoring just four chil-
dren and now they happily 
sponsor 30 children who 
may otherwise not have a 
Christmas. The local law 
enforcement agencies that 
will be hosting the children 
are The South Hill Police 
Department, The La Crosse 
Police Department, Meck-
lenburg County Sheriff’s 
Department, Virginia State 
Police and members of the 

Fraternal Order of Police as 
well as the ABC Board and 
others who lend their time to 
the effort.  The group also 
shops for 15 senior citizens 
referred to them by the Lake 
Country Area Agency on 
Aging H. U. G. S. Program. 
The “Shop with a Cop” pro-
gram works to establish and 
build positive relationships 
between police officers and 
the children of the commu-
nity through this event as 
well as other activities 
throughout the year. 

(pick up at his business that 
week). A free Funtime Ex-
press Train ride through the 
street,  small special treats 
from the Chamber, The 
South Hill Revitalization 
Committee and The South 
Hill Rotary Club are all 
planned for the evening. 
Children can also see what 
the inside of the caboose 

It is beginning to look a lot 
like Christmas at the South 
Hill Chamber of Commerce 
as the Depot is being read-
ied for “Tell Santa at the 
Chamber Depot” on Tues-
day Dec. 1st from 4 until 7 
PM. Free professional pho-
tos with Santa will be pro-
vided by Robbie McMillan of 
Occasions Photography 

looks like. Santa’s elves 
have also created a special 
holiday scene inside for the 
children to enjoy. Mrs. Claus 
will make a special appear-
ance during the evening. 

Parade will be held Decem-
ber 6th at 2 p.m. and will 
feature numerous bands, 
floats, the Amran Hillbillies 
and good ole Saint Nick 
himself. Caressa’s mother, 
Lavern Cameron (former 
Lavern Whisonant ) is a 
1978 Park View graduate. 
Caressa also has several 
other family members living 
in the area.  Her aunts are 
Brenda Whisonant Merlin, 
Margaret Whisonant Talley 

and Marjorie Whisonant 
Boyd and an uncle Roy 
Whisonant. She also has a 
second cousin, Jason Bask-
erville who is currently at-
tending Park View and is a 
starting running back for the 
Dragons. Her brother Brian 
also attended Park View. 
Caressa is a 22 year-old 
senior at Virginia Common-
wealth University where she 
is pursuing a degree in 
broadcast communications.  

The South Hill Chamber of 
Commerce and Peebles 
Christmas Parade Commit-
tee have announced that 
Miss Virginia, Caressa 
Cameron will serve as the 
parade’s grand marshal this 
year. She will available for a 
“meet and greet” at the R. T. 
Arnold Library from about 
12:45 until 1:30 PM.  She 
will also greet customers at 
Peebles Department Store 
following the parade.  The 
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the 1940’s. In 1946 a soft-
ball game was played by the 
Rotary Club and the Lions 
Club. The Lions won! That 
year there was also a 
“womanless wedding”. The 
bride will go un-named 
(Doc. Fitzgerald). In 1947 a 
“Men’s Beauty Contest” 
fund raiser was held. Ap-

Over its 81+ years, the 
South Hill Rotary Club has 
been involved is some fun 
an unusual events. For ex-
ample in 1941, a joint meet-
ing of the South Hill Rotary 
and the South Hill Lions 
Club was held at the South 
Hill High Cafeteria. Several 
such meetings were held in 

proximately 700 people at-
tended and others were 
turned away at the door. In 
1959 a basketball game 
between the Rotary Club 
and Lions Club was played 
and the Rotary Club won. 
This event was a fund raiser 
to help pay for lights at the 
Park View Athletic Field. 

each meeting until Dec 10th. 
Rotarians and the public 
can also make a $20 dona-
tion to help purchase 
needed items such as tur-
keys and all the fixings by 
mailing a check to: The 
Bread Box , P. O. Box 213, 
South Hill, VA 23970. The 
Bread Box is approaching 
it’s 20th anniversary of pro-
viding food for the needy. 
This year they plan to de-
liver more than 400 boxes of 

meals for the Thanksgiving 
and Christmas Holidays. 
Packing events for this will 
be held Nov 21 and Dec 12 
with many needed volun-
teers on hand to sort, pack 
and deliver. If you can help, 
the Bread Box is open on 
Thursdays. Call and volun-
teer 434-447-8353. 

The South Hill Rotary Club 
will be collecting food for 
The Bread Box in South Hill 
to help those who are in 
need throughout the year 
and especially during the 
holiday seasons. The Club 
has done this in the past 
and with tough economic 
times and the number of 
families needing help from 
the local agency, they are 
asking members to bring 
non perishable food items to 
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University of  North Dakota. “I 
served four years doing what I 
was told to do.”  Nicholson 
reminded the group, which 
consisted of local veterans, 
students from Brunswick Jr. 
R.O.T.C and Mecklenburg 
County 4th graders, to make 
good decisions.  We live in a 
country where we are endowed 
the right to make good deci-
sions. Good or bad decisions 
are our responsibility. Check 

the Ten Commandants and the 
Rotary 4-Way Test and follow 
what is learned and it will turn 
out good. He continued “I am 
not a hero. The heroes are the 
ones who did not return. The 
ones that did not return to par-
ticipate in this great American 
life and to enjoy the fruits of 
their sacrifice. He reminded the 
packed hall that “Freedom is 
not free.  Cherish it, and protect 
it all cost.” 

Former Marine, World War II 
Veteran and Rotarian Lee 
Nicholson of Bracey was the 
guest speaker for the Veterans 
Day Program hosted by VFW 
Post 7166 and American Le-
gion Post 79 in South Hill. Lee 
was stationed at Quantico Ma-
rine Base in Virginia and he 
served his country from 1942 
until 1946 when he became a 
civilian and pursued an electri-
cal engineering degree from the 
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Home Depot in South Hill 
donated 60 Kid’s Workshop 
Kits to the South Hill Shrine 
Club to be used at the 
Shriner’s Children’s Hospi-
tals. Home Depot holds a 
Kid’s Workshop the first Sat-
urday of the month where 
children and their parents 
can build and assemble spe-
cial toy projects. They also 
get an apron and a pin for 
participating and sometimes 
there are kits left over. 
Rhonda Clary, who is the 
Kids Workshop Captain, was 
looking for a place to donate 
the kits and thought they 

would make a great gift for 
children at the Shriner’s Chil-
dren’s Hospital.  Ellen 
Thompson at CMH gave her 
Shriner Jimmie Keith 
Crowder’s name and they 
were more than happy to 
take the donations.  “We are 
very grateful for the donation 
and are simply delighted 
about this" stated Shriner 
Crowder. The ready to be 
assembled picnic caddy kits 
will be delivered to the 
Shriner’s Children’s Hospital 
in Greenville, South Carolina 
before the holidays. More 
kits may be donated in the 

future if there is an excess 
following the “Workshop 
Saturday’s”.  Pictured are 
Rhonda Clary, Kid’s Work-
shop Captain, Jimmie Keith 
Crowder and Store Man-
ager Kyle Craigie, who is a 
member of The Shrine Club 
in Greensboro NC. 

Cause”. Bring the little ones for 
a photo with Santa, snacks and 
fellowship. The legendary Miller 
and Rhodes Santa will be mak-
ing his 11th appearance in 
South Hill when he arrives at 
the Moose Lodge on a fire truck 
courtesy of the South Hill Vol-
unteer Fire Department. In 
2005 Legendary Santa moved 
to his new permanent location 
at The Children's Museum of 
Richmond. Children can now 

The South Hill Junior Woman’s 
Club will sponsor the annual 
“Santa Claus for a Cause” on 
Saturday December 5th at the 
South Hill Moose Lodge from 9 
AM until 1 PM. The non profit 
organization is comprised of 
community based women that 
raise money throughout the 
year for local charities and the 
other non profit organizations in 
the area. This will be their 11th 
year hosting “Santa Claus for a 

come visit Legendary Santa 
along with the Snow Queen, 
Santa's elf, and now, Seymour 
the dinosaur!  

to shop locally this year and 
are encouraging you to do 
so by offering this promotion 
as a way to help keep your 
Christmas shopping dollars 
in your hometown.  The 
drawing will be held at The 
South Hill Chamber of Com-
merce and the winners will 
be notified that day so they 
will have time to redeem 
some of the gift certificates 
before the holiday. Each of 
Christmas Stockings will be 

filled with approximately 
$500 worth of prizes sup-
plied by more than 45 local 
businesses. So, shop ‘til you 
drop and register often.            

The South Hill Revitalization 
Committee will kick off its 25 
Days of Christmas promo-
tion and giant stocking reg-
istration forms will be placed 
at participating merchant 
stores November 18th 
through December 4th. The 
SHRC will be stuffing 2 gi-
ant stockings for shoppers 
to register for as grand 
prizes to be given away 
on Monday, Dec 14th at 
noon. The SHRC wants you 
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· Dec 1 “ Tell Santa” 

· Dec 19 Bell Ringing 
 
 
 
 

· Dec 6 Christmas 
Parade 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Schedule of Events 

¨ Dec 1 Tell Santa 

¨ Dec 3 Meeting 

¨ Dec 6 Parade 

¨ Dec 10 Meeting 

¨ Dec 11 CCB Open 
House 

¨ Dec 17 Spouse’s 
Night 

¨ Dec 19 Salvation 
Army Bell Ringing 

¨ Dec 24 No Meeting 

¨ Dec 25  Merry  
Christmas 

¨ Dec 31 No Meeting 

%&�
$����'
�����(������)��������

V O L U M E  3 ,  I S S U E  5   

 
(Next Event 
E. S. Dinner 
01/21/2010) 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 Tell Santa 2 3 

Meeting 

4 5 

6  
Christmas 
Parade 

7 8 9 10 

Meeting 

11 CCB 
Open 
House 

12 

13 14 15 16 17 
Spouse’s 
Night 

18 19 Salvation 

Army  Bell 
Ring 

20 21 22 23 24 No 
Meeting 

25 Merry 
Christmas 

26 

27 28 29 30 31 No 
Meeting 

  


